
Wagner has perfected. This is Linden 
Pay It Forward’s biggest fundraiser.

Denise Marks, president of Linden 
Pay It Forward, said they had another 
sell out year for the gnomes. More than 
75 gnomes will be placed around the 
city of Linden as they receive an escort 
into town from the Argentine Township 
Police Department this Friday, Nov. 25. 

“As the president of Linden Pay it 
Forward, I would like for Wendy Wagner 
the Queen Gnome Maker to receive ac-
colades for the outstanding job she does 
in making this all happen. From cutting 
fresh pine branches, hand assembling 
each gnome, dressing them and deliver-
ing to the downtown Linden businesses 
… let’s just say she is amazing.”

Marks would like the community 
to know just how many hours Wagner 
and her team put into the making of 
the gnomes. In addition to the gnomes, 
Wagner and her family also create the 

for the Frosty Parade, which is during 
Holiday Happening on Friday, Dec. 2.

The idea for the Christmas gnomes 

began in 2019. According to a November 
2019 Times article, it started at Linden 
Pay It Forward’s annual fundraiser Fire 
& Ice, when Chad and Stephanie John-
son, who moved from Arizona to Linden 
in late July, saw that a gnome was part of 
the silent auction. Bidding on the gnome 
turned into a fun game between them and 
Linden Kitchen & Bath, but ultimately 
the Johnsons won. 

The idea grew and gnomes would be 
purchased and sponsored by community 
members for the downtown area. Each 
gnome would have its own unique name. 
Proceeds are used to help those in the 
community.

Wagner said Tuesday that she person-
ally put in more than 100 hours working 
on this year’s gnomes. Her friend Kris 
Cican has helped out full-time too. She 

truck 11 times with fresh greens to make 
the 77 gnomes. 

When asked how she feels when she 
sees the gnomes all over town, Wagner 
said, “I love it. They’re so darn cute. 
The kids loved to see the goofy names 
on each of them.”

Gnomes will be at 69 businesses in 
the Linden and Argentine Township 

area and at eight private residences. 
Wagner said she expects proceeds from 
this year’s fundraiser to be approxi-

mately $5,000, which will be used at 
various school activities and other local 
activities. 


