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Linden Pay It Forward inspires community to give back

Two young teenagers helping 
an elderly couple in 2019 
were the inspiration that led 

to the creation of one of Linden’s 
most active and philanthropic 
groups. 
In 2019, founder and president 

Denise Marks was at McDonald’s 
in Linden when she saw two Linden 
teenagers, Gavin Wildeman and 
Cooper Conn, help pay for an elderly 
couple’s food. 
“It sparked an initiative to bring 

forward the many ways kindness can 
be integrated into our daily life with 
a purposed outreach that could make 
a difference in our community. I’m 
not trying to save the world but rather 
bring awareness of the local needs 
of neighbors and friends that may 
otherwise go unnoticed,” she said. 
Linden Pay It Forward, a 501c3 or-

ganization, puts on more than half a 
dozen free community events a year 
and aims to help as many people as 
they can. “Paying it forward” isn’t 
always about paying for someone’s 
meal at a restaurant. To Marks, it 
means having a purposeful, worth-
while reaction to the needs and life 
changing circumstances of others. 

“Why not practice kindness and a 
caring, giving attitude every day? 
If there is a need, respond. Speak 
words that uplift, unify and heal. 
Donate time to a greater purpose and 
cause. The list is endless,” she said. 
With this mindset, Linden Pay It 

Forward has been involved in buy-
ing washers and dryers for veterans, 
getting emergency food and clothing 
to fire victims after a house fire. 
The group has created projects that 
engage students, schools, businesses 
and other community organizations. 
“Every need that comes to us is 

different. We vet and then do our 
best to help and sometimes combine 
our efforts with other nonprofit 
organizations,” Marks said. “Our 
most recent endeavor and project 
was the HOPE2 Food Pantry located 
at the Argentine Police Department 
on Silver Lake Road. It is open to 
all 24/7.”
The organization created the In-

vasion of Gnomes project, with the 
slogan, “A Community of Kindness 
Like GNOME Other,” in which 
businesses and individuals sponsor 
a gnome and the proceeds help spon-
sor community events and people in 

need. Gnomes can be bought starting 
Oct. 1 for $65. 
They’ve worked with Fenton Area 

Resources and Referral (FARR), lo-
cal churches, the Food Bank of East-
ern Michigan, God’s Love Founda-
tion and Cause and Affect Gallery 
in Fenton and Alpine Marketplace, 
which are strong supporters of their 
efforts. The organization also had 
multiple booths and activities during 
Linden’s 150th birthday celebration 
in 2021. 
They’re busiest in the colder 

months during the holidays. The 
Linden Community Pay It Forward 
Day is Nov. 1.
“November seems to usher the 

start of the Thanksgiving/Christmas 
holiday season,” Marks said. “It’s a 
time that we pause to give thanks 
and express gratitude for our many 
blessings. What better season to pay 
forward our blessings?”
Pay It Forward puts on the Festival 

of Lights at Symphony Linden, the 
annual Christmas PJ Dobos Me-
morial Angel Tree display at 311 
W. Broad Street and participates in 
the Frosty Parade during Holiday 
Happening. 
The presell of Memorial Angels 

begins Nov. 1. They cost $14. It 
includes the name and date of death 
of your loved one. This year, they’re 
adding a memorial bench for the 
community to stop and remember 
their lost family/friend.
“Our next big event is Trunk or 

Treat with the Argentine Police Dept 
at the Linden School from 6-8pm 
on Tuesday, Oct 11. I promise our 
display will be over the top,” Marks 
said. 
This spring, they’ll be searching 

for a location to create a permanent 
Memorial Garden. 
One thing Marks has learned is 

that people are willing to donate 
their time, money and skills to help 
others, but they often need guidance 
in how to help. 
She said this organization is the 

eyes, ears and voice that brings at-
tention and awareness to the needs, 
events and projects within the Lin-
den/Fenton community.
“When there’s a need, it’s unbe-

lievable how the community can 
come together in a moment’s notice 
to help with that need,” said Denise 
Miller, director of community 
activities.
The public can arrange recurring 

monthly donations. Find more 
information at payitforwardlinden.
wordpress.com/donate. Find the 
organization at https://www.face-
book.com/groups/LindenPayItFor-
wardProject. 
Every quarter, the organization 

acknowledges a person(s) that has 
gone above and beyond in paying it 
forward. It’s called the “tribe” tribute 
and that person receives “warrior” 
status.

Linden Pay It Forward board:
Denise Marks: President
Nicki Wildeman: Vice-President
Wendy Wagner: Treasurer
Denise Miller: Director of 
Community Activities)
Becky Nemecheck: Director of 
Community Activities)
Community Chairs: Terra 
Phillips, Tanya Liedel

Linden Memorial Day parade 2022.Charles and Louise Blain from Desert 
Angels, Inc. accepting a Warrior award from 
Linden Pay it Forward. Presented by Board 
member, Denise Miller.

Becky Nemecheck, Denise Marks and 
Linden Police Chief Scott Sutter having fun 
at a FARR Event.

Community donations are key to the success 
of our organization. Thank you Annie, owner 
of Cause & Effect Gallery for this generous 
donation.


